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A Review of Taxonomy of Genus Meretrix Along the Coast of China

KONG Ling-Feng, WANG Xiao-Xuan, MATSUKUMA Akihiko, LI Qi
(College of Fisheries, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266003, China)

Abstract:

Solely based on visible shell and morphological characteristics, traditional classification ofspe-

cies in genus Meretrix is difficult because of changeable shell morphology and similar color pattern. For a

long time, the taxonomy and distribution of Meretrix species from China Sea is frequently controversial.

In this paper, we reviewed the present classification situation of Meretrix species and summarized contro-

versial issues ofclassification of M. meretrix, M. petechialis, M. lusoria,M. [yrata, M. planisulcata,

M. casta and M. lamarckii with reference to the result of previous domestic research. Finally we put for-

ward the prospects for further study.
Key words:

Meretrix; taxonomy; review; prospect



